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The year 2023 has proven to be a pivotal and dynamic period for the HIV and AIDS
community. This report delves into the extensive activities carried out by the All-Party
Parliamentary Group (APPG) on HIV and AIDS, highlighting key events, initiatives, and the
collective efforts undertaken to combat the epidemic.

In 2023 the APPG were responsible for:

• 219 written questions
• 5 debates
• 245 mentions of HIV in parliament.  
• To mark World AIDS Day over 100+ members showed their support to tackle
• HIV Stigma.

We held a meeting with the Minsiter or State for International Development Andrew Mitchell
MP, to discuss our priorities and what more the UK Government can do in the global fight
against HIV and AIDS.  Since then we have been working closely with him and his team on
issues on global HIV.

 

The year commenced with a reception honouring Mildmay
Hospital, a crucial player in specialist HIV service delivery. 
Vice Chair Lord Fowler addressed the audience.  In
attendance were parliamentarians from both Houses of
Parliament.





We also marked the loss of Vice Chair Baroness Masham, a stalwart since the APPG's
inception in 1987. 

On 20-23 March 2023, Co Chair David Mundell
MP led a Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association UK delegation to visit to the
Parliament of South Africa, the fist in over a
decade. The visit consisted of two days of
meetings with civil society and two days in the
parliament. The civil society engagements
concerned the countries HIV response, LGBTQ
communities along with domestic Violence.

We also attended the
poignant "Fighting HIV
Stigma" march in London,
uniting over 30 HIV charities.
The march started at County
Hall, crossed Westminster
Bridge, passed the Houses of
Parliament and continued up
Whitehall to Trafalgar Square,
as people carried banners and
signs calling for an end to HIV
stigma

In April, Co-Chair Baroness Barker engaged with the
Nigerian High Commissioner to discuss collaborative
efforts in ending new HIV transmissions. During the
meeting it was discussed how the UK could support
Nigeria in their HIV response that didn’t involve money.
One suggestion was for the UK to help build a
surveillance system that would allow Nigeria track and
predict patterns. We also spoke of the rights of LGBTQ
people and that addressing their rights would enable
Nigeria combat HIV and AIDS as a public health issue.





In July, Vice Chair Lloyd chaired a meeting addressing the critical issue of ending HIV among
children and preventing AIDS-related deaths. During the meeting it was advised that
antiretroviral treatment coverage in children continues to lag behind adult treatment
coverage. It was presented to the attendees of the meeting that studies are being carried
out in Zimbabwe and the UK on how to help children manage their care and keep taking their
medication.

In another debate Nicola Richards MP led a debate on expanding Opt-Out HIV testing in
England. Again members of the APPG strongly advocated for the expansion of the scheme to
all high prevalence areas of England.

The APPG's unique participation in Zero HIV Stigma Day showcased its commitment to
global anti-stigma efforts. Working with IAPAC and NAZ we created videas from the co-chairs
of the APPG and Lloyd Russell Moyle MP our vice chair who isconly a few elected officials
openly living with HIV.

We also held a photo drop-in session for parliamentarians to show support for Sexual Health
Services in their area.

September featured an event emphasizing the
importance of not forgetting the voices of the Black
Community in the fight against HIV and AIDS. We had
speakers representing women, queer men of colour and
the migrant community on what was needed to be done in
the UK to address those needs. Following the event we
wrote a letter to the Secretary of State for Health and
Social Care regarding the issues raised.

During the 66th Commonwealth Parliamentary
Conference that was hosted by the Parliament
of Ghana in Accra, Co Chairs Rt Hon David
Mundell MP and Steve Brine MP along with Vice
Chair Peter Gibson MP spoke with
parliamentarians in Ghana concerning the
LGBTQ discriminatory laws that were being
discussed. There they emphasised that the laws
were wrong and if implemented they would
hamper the countries HIV response.





During Prime Ministers Questions Co Chair Rt Hon David Mundell MP asked the Prime
Minister when would HIV opt out testing would be expanded to all high prevalence areas in
England and would he congratulate Sir Elton John and the Elton John AIDS Foundation on
the work they have done over the past 40 years especially the work carried out that led to
HIV opt out testing in England. The Prime Minister praised the work of Sir Elton and the
foundation.

We also held a photo drop in session for parliamentarians to show support in tackling HIV
Stigma. Over 100 members came and took a photo. 

The culmination of the year was the reception honouring Sir Elton John for his relentless
efforts in the global fight against HIV and AIDS. The event was attended by 150 people that
included 110 parliamentarians.

The event heard from Co Chairs Rt Hon David Mundell MP and Florence Eshalomi MP,
Leader of the Opposition Sir Keir Starmer MP, Speaker of the House Lindsay Hoyle MP and
the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care Victoria Atkins MP.

During this event, the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care announced the
expansion of HIV opt-out testing in A&E to all high prevalence areas in England.
Sir Elton also had private meeting with Leader of the Opposition Sir Keir Starmer MP,
Speaker of the House Lindsay Hoyle MP and the Secretary of State for Health and Social
Care Victoria Atkins MP and the Minister of State responsible for International Development
Andrew Mitchell MP.





For HIV testing testing week, we organised a drop in session for parliamentarians to show
support and encourage people to get tested. 

42 parliamentarians attended. It’s recommended you test for HIV at least once a year and
more regularly if you’ve had unprotected sex or more than one partner. 

We also had a debate in the chamber of the House Of Commons on HIV Testing week where
Charlotte Nichols MP lead with contributions from Andrew Slaughter MP, Jim Shannon MP,
Sir Peter Bottomley MP, Preet Gill MP and Andrea Leadsome MP took part. 





We hosted an event co-organised by the APPG on Malaria and NTDS and STOPAIDS on
Saving Lives Faster: Ending preventable deaths of women by 2030.

The aim of the meeting was to to hear from multilaterals, research institutions and
communities about some of the innovative treatments and support approaches that are
playing a role in saving women’s lives globally and how these need to be strengthened.

Co Chairs Rt Hon David Mundell, Florence Eshalomi and Baroness Barker met with Matthew
Lindley, Resource Mobilisation Manager, Unitaid and Janet Ginnard Head of Strategy,
Unitaid.

They spoke of the work UNITAID are doing and the partnerships they have with Global Fund. 





Looking Ahead to 2024

As the APPG reflects on the successes of 2023, plans for 2024 take shape. The focus will
be on advocating for better education and access to PrEP in the UK and a more global
focus on prevention in general, replenishing the Global Fund and the Robert Carr
Foundation, securing increased and stable funding for sexual health services in the UK,
advocating the reform of anti-HIV and LGBTQ laws globally, observing "HIV is not a Crime
Day," promoting HIV testing week, and enhancing research into women and HIV.

We also will be writing two reports in 2024. One Domestic on the state of the UK HIV and
Sexual Health Services and one Globally focussed on criminality.

The APPG also stands firm on demanding compensation for those affected by the
contaminated blood scandal. We will also be emphasizing better access to HIV testing,
prevention, and care services for the Black Community.

The year 2023 has been a year of relentless advocacy, collaborative efforts, and
significant milestones in the fight against HIV and AIDS. The All-Party Parliamentary
Group on HIV and AIDS has played a pivotal role in shaping the narrative, addressing
challenges, and working towards a world where HIV is no longer a threat. As 2024
approaches, the APPG remains steadfast in its commitment to creating a future free from
the burden of HIV and AIDS.

Written Questions:

https://www.appghivaids.org.uk/parliamentary-questions-continued

Videos of the debates:

https://www.appghivaids.org.uk/videos

Pictures:

https://www.appghivaids.org.uk/world-aids-day-2023





Infected Blood Inquiry: Government Response
Volume 834: debated on Tuesday 19 December 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2023-12-19/debates/A60CE8B6-C999-4544-A644-
599845CE0419/InfectedBloodInquiryGovernmentResponse?highlight=hiv#contribution-
7CEA5523-9B5F-448D-ADFD-7D1EB68C991E

Infected Blood Inquiry: Government Response
Volume 742: debated on Monday 18 December 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-12-18/debates/D4B25D77-5B65-4EA0-
BB89-D4A717BE4102/InfectedBloodInquiryGovernmentResponse?
highlight=hiv#contribution-BA9D22A3-2817-499D-8F22-ACD931EEA95F

Victims and Prisoners Bill
Volume 834: debated on Monday 18 December 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2023-12-18/debates/E2A65B88-3595-4145-8B3C-
218E266DC50D/VictimsAndPrisonersBill?highlight=hiv#contribution-6C619F31-5916-
4AD2-930D-46EBA0FF8AD1

LGBT Veterans Independent Review
Volume 742: debated on Wednesday 13 December 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-12-13/debates/F55CAD8C-84A4-4227-
BF4C-87E2692308AF/LGBTVeteransIndependentReview?highlight=hiv#contribution-
B5F0A561-39BC-4268-B656-D4AA5F028900

Sexually Transmitted Infections
Volume 834: debated on Tuesday 5 December 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2023-12-05/debates/A4ACEB4C-025B-45BC-9B94-
46120CF63A5A/SexuallyTransmittedInfections?highlight=hiv#contribution-04CE0E3D-
1B9B-4920-8DBB-12C2776EDEC3

Data Protection and Digital Information Bill
Volume 741: debated on Wednesday 29 November 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-11-29/debates/46EF0AA6-C729-4751-
A3DA-6A3683EB8B87/DataProtectionAndDigitalInformationBill?
highlight=hiv#contribution-6B2D8160-933B-4112-BEFF-007D2CEF02C4

Engagements
Volume 741: debated on Wednesday 29 November 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-11-29/debates/688F915E-FFA6-4955-
AAF9-977206771EC1/Engagements?highlight=hiv#contribution-F029367B-4432-4DC7-
AAF3-5DFAD47A6A04

Tattoo Artists, Body Piercers and Cosmetic Clinics: Licensing
Volume 741: debated on Tuesday 28 November 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-11-28/debates/BA49D217-34F0-4FA2-
97FE-5DB75AD43C56/TattooArtistsBodyPiercersAndCosmeticClinicsLicensing?
highlight=hiv#contribution-A9D949C3-223C-4D28-8EC9-C53E2A18827C





HIV Action Plan Annual Update 2022-23
Volume 736: debated on Tuesday 18 July 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-07-18/debates/A1177060-C79F-4D07-
AFE9-5850B516924B/HIVActionPlanAnnualUpdate2022-23?highlight=hiv#contribution-
BEFAA4E4-F5DD-4025-AB8C-EDDCEC720FCD

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights: Overseas Aid
Volume 736: debated on Wednesday 12 July 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-07-12/debates/013072EC-043B-4430-
AC7D-3DE634243E7D/SexualAndReproductiveHealthAndRightsOverseasAid?
highlight=hiv#contribution-1E72B348-D568-4546-97B7-251F74CA1518

Business of the House
Volume 735: debated on Thursday 6 July 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-07-06/debates/2A7F8BCA-E30E-41E7-
8F1D-C81532A196BD/BusinessOfTheHouse?highlight=hiv#contribution-3A7CCF0A-
806E-44EE-ACE4-ACCE6545D961

Commonwealth Parliamentary Association
Volume 735: debated on Thursday 6 July 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-07-06/debates/2CC8AB8F-7E00-4D2B-
A5E8-88735443EA12/CommonwealthParliamentaryAssociation?
highlight=hiv#contribution-202D852A-7084-4873-B914-82637E345BD3

Uganda: LGBT People
Volume 831: debated on Wednesday 5 July 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2023-07-05/debates/6BA7EC5F-82D8-42B4-BC2B-
C23FF7146B33/UgandaLGBTPeople?highlight=hiv#contribution-1E2FC78D-80F0-4A07-
9430-3665767A955C

Infected Blood Inquiry
Volume 734: debated on Thursday 22 June 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-06-22/debates/74953E15-8BB6-4966-
9A83-72DC0B9D6E92/InfectedBloodInquiry?highlight=hiv#contribution-B269E0AE-
1DC8-4611-B1A0-9A4EB402A113

Pride Month
Volume 734: debated on Thursday 15 June 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-06-15/debates/EA123D7E-5A79-46AC-
9EDE-36C945F1FF84/PrideMonth?highlight=hiv#contribution-4DE3564A-145C-4785-
B521-296E6D959B44





International Women’s Day
Volume 828: debated on Friday 10 March 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2023-03-10/debates/474EBD7D-B33A-49B5-8BCA-
6EA39DEE5A95/InternationalWomen’SDay?highlight=hiv#contribution-8323C2F2-A705-
4471-9BD2-712642E1FE51

International Women’s Day
Volume 729: debated on Thursday 9 March 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-03-09/debates/0D1BC6BE-CBAC-4303-
B1E6-1308EF5C7DF7/InternationalWomen’SDay?highlight=hiv#contribution-C0578BD3-
1449-4061-9FC9-6742E7BED829

Global Fund: Supplementary Funding
Volume 729: debated on Wednesday 8 March 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-03-08/debates/1EEF12E3-82DD-44BF-
8AE4-A3F6F2CE3267/GlobalFundSupplementaryFunding?highlight=hiv#contribution-
B585BBE2-8C7C-4A2F-85C0-66B9AC94E7A7

Overseas Aid: Child Health and Education
Volume 728: debated on Wednesday 22 February 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-02-22/debates/B8C89A5E-D1D1-4132-
AAE3-1E6AC2EA49E1/OverseasAidChildHealthAndEducation?highlight=hiv#contribution-
75FAE824-DDE1-43AE-9BC6-0058526978A4

National HIV Testing Week 2023
Volume 727: debated on Wednesday 8 February 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-02-08/debates/CE9AA026-D334-4C7E-
8CC5-D84A3F7594FC/NationalHIVTestingWeek2023?highlight=hiv#contribution-
C39DAE73-E1E5-420E-924C-173FEE5C7754

Engagements
Volume 727: debated on Wednesday 8 February 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-02-08/debates/B0FDAF7E-C4FA-4F7A-
939B-CBBD63B3BDCF/Engagements?highlight=hiv#contribution-25CD2790-C4AA-48F2-
9691-7659913A0F58

LGBT History Month
Volume 727: debated on Thursday 2 February 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2023-02-02/debates/E6B4739B-274A-4B1D-
84CD-289624A7504C/LGBTHistoryMonth?highlight=hiv#contribution-CD49993C-9752-
4DF9-9FEC-407BCD245439

Global Health Policies
Volume 827: debated on Monday 30 January 2023
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2023-01-30/debates/DC5845DA-2A63-4EFB-8663-
543642526573/GlobalHealthPolicies?highlight=hiv#contribution-3F7FA829-26C9-47B8-
8771-3E15E5A77812
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